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AHHOTAINA

B pabote u3y4yeHO siBIieHHME ayTOTOMHM XBOCTa B TOMYJSIIMM PAa3HOIBETHOM SIITYPKH
(Eremias arguta deserti (Gmelin, 1789)), sxuByIe# B MOJYIyCTHIHAX FOIO-BOCTOYHOM YacTH
Hwxuero IloBomxss. Jlond suiepull ¢ Ipu3HaKaMu ayTOTOMUM HCIOJIb30BaHA B KaueCTBE IIO-
KazaTes Mmpecca XUIHUKOB.

YcraHoBIIeHO, 9TO 32 mepuon uccienoBanuii (2017-2019 rr.) monst ocobeit, 0TOpOCHBIINX
(BOCCTaHOBMBIIINX) XBOCT, yBenn4rBasiachk. Koppemsamus Mexay oOImeil 4uCIIeHHOCTBIO SIIIe-
PHII ¥ YACIICHHOCTBIO OCOOEH ¢ ayTOTOMHEH XBOCTa MIMEET MPSIMYF0, HO CTATUCTUYECKH He3Ha-
YUMYIO 3aBUCUMOCTb. [loyueHHbIE JaHHbIE CBUAETENBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO XUIIHUKH HE OKa3bl-
BAaIOT CYIIECTBEHHOTO BIUSHHSA Ha CHIDKCHHE YHCICHHOCTH TMOMYJISIIUU. DTO OOBICHSIETCS He-
BBICOKOU YMCIIEHHOCTBHIO CAMUX XHUIIHUKOB KaK Ha MCCIIEyeMOM, TaK U Ha MpUJIeTaloel Tep-
putopuu. AyToTOMUSI B pe3yJibTaTe BHYTPUBUAOBBIX U MEKBUIOBBIX KOHTAKTOB HE OTMEUEHA.
B BeceHHue moJieBbIe CE30HBI CPE/TH SIIEPULL C CAMOOTCEUEHHBIM (BOCCTAHOBIEHHBIM) XBOCTOM
npeodJIaialid B3POCTIbIC CaMIlbl i CAMKH, & B OCEHHHE — UCKJTIOYUTEIILHO CErOJICTKH. SIIepuIist
C ayTOTOMHEH XBOCTA Yallle BCTPEYaINCh B MUTPUPYIOIIEH YacTH momyssiiuy. KomnuecTBeH-
HOM pa3HUIIBI B HATMUMHU ayTOTOMUHU MEXTY CaMIlaMH U caMKaMy He 00HapyKeHO.

KiioueBble ¢JI0Ba: B3aUMOOTHOIIIEHUE «XUIIHUK — KEPTBA», JABJICHUE XUIIIHUKA, XUIII-
HUYECTBO, TIOMYJISIIHS, Pa3sHOUBETHaAs sulypka Eremias arguta deserti, ayTOTOMHS, TOMYITY-
CTBIHS, ACTpaxaHcKasi 006JacTb, 0ro-BocTok Hrkaero [ToBomkes, nieHTpasibHas 4acTh CeBep-
Horo Ilpukacnus

BBeaenue

B3anMooTHOIIIEHNE «XHITHUK — XKEPTBa» — 3TO BAKHBIA AIIEMEHT MEXBHIOBBIX
CBSI3CH, OKa3bIBAIOIIUI BIMSHUE Ha KOJICOAHHe YUCIICHHOCTH mommyJisiiuii [1-5]. B ecre-
CTBEHHOH cpeJle M3y4eHUE Tpecca XWIIHUKOB HA TOIMYJISIHWIO JKEPTBBI BCTpPEUYAETCS
C PSJIOM CJIOXHOCTEH U TpeOyeT CrenHaIbHbIX MOIX0I0B.

OmHMM U3 TaKUX MTOIXO0B MOXKET CIIYKHTh OIICHKA YPOBHS ayTOTOMHH B TIOIYJIS-
nusix KepTB. MHorue uccrienoBarenu [6—9] npu3HalOT ayTOTOMUIO OJHUM W3 HArJIsiA-
HBIX ITOKA3aTeNeH Mpecca XUITHUKOB.

AyTtoTomust (aBTOTOMHSI, CAMOOTCEUCHUE, CaMOKaJICUEHHE) TIOIpa3syMeBaeT T/ CO-
0ol oTOpachiBaHMEe KOHEYHOCTEH WM WHBIX 4YacTel Tela, OCYIIECTBIIIEMOE HEKOTO-
PBIMH JKUBOTHBIMHU TIPH BHE3AITHOM Pa3IpaKCHUH, HApUMeEpP, Ha JCHCTBHUS XHUITHUAKA
[10]. ¥ mO3BOHOYHBIX MBOTHBIX CAMOKAJIEYEHHE BCTPEUAETCSI OTHOCHTENBHO PEIIKO.
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OHO CBOMCTBEHHO HEKOTOPBIM amuousiM [11], smepunam u 3mesm [12], mpimam [13].
I"'Il. JemenTheB [14] oTMeuan Hanuyre TAKOrO MEXaHW3Ma U Y HEKOTOPBIX BUJIOB IITHII.

Haubornee xopo1o n3BecTHa ayTOTOMHS Y HECKOJIBKHX CeMEHCTB smeputl. Camo-
KaJICUCHHUE CITY)KUT HATJISTHBIM ITPUMEPOM CBOSOOPA3HOM 3aIUTHOM PEaKIVU, OTBIIC-
KaroIIel XUITHUKA OT KePTBBL |11 caMoii JKepTBBI 3Ta MOTEePs HE MPOXOAUT OSCCIIETHO.
JKuBOTHOE TEPSET HE TONBKO HAKOIJICHHYIO SHEPIHI0, HO U YaCTO CBOM COLIMAJIbHBIN
craryc [15, 16] u Bo3MOXHOCTH BBIOOpa MecTooOuTanwmii [17], oHO MOJITO BOCCTa-
HaBJIMBaeTCs. B pe3ynbTare Bce 3T0 MOXKET OTPa3UThCs Ha yYaCTHUH OCOOH B MPOIIECCE
pasmHOXeHus [18, 19].

Harmmm uccrienoBanus momysisiuy pa3HOUBETHOM sypku (Eremias arguta deserti
(Gmelin, 1789)) mo3BoaWIIM NOTYYUTh TPEXJICTHUH MaTeprall Mo TUHAMUKE YHCIICH-
HOCTH W JIPYTHX IapaMeTpPOB MOIyISAIUOHHON CTPYKTYPHI BHJIA B OJHOW M3 TOYEK
MOJIyITYCTBIHB I0ro-BocTouHoi uyactu Hmxaero IloBomxbst [20-22]. Ham ynmanock
MOKa3aTh, YTO CHIXKCHUE YMCIICHHOCTH SIIYPKH CBSA3aHO TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM C 3apac-
TaHUEM XapaKTEePHBIX MOIYMYCTHIHHBIX OHOTOMOB, KOTOPOE, B CBOIO OUYEpPeh, OTpe-
JIENAeTCsl TUHAMUKON KIMMATHYECKUX YCJIOBUHM B mocienHee necsatwierue [23]. s
Oosiee rTyOOKOTO MOHUMAHUS TPOLIECCOB, MPOUCXOSAININX B MOMYJISIIUHA, MBI PSIIUIA
OIICHUTH POJIh TPECCa XUIIHUKOB W OOPATHIIUCh K W3YYEHHUIO ayTOTOMHUHU y ocolei
B MOCEJICHUH BHJIa KaK OJTHOIO M3 MOKa3aTeJIeH 3TOr0 SKOJIOTHYECKOro (hakTopa.

1. MaTepuaJjbl 4 METObI

Pation mpoBeneHus: NOJIEBBIX pabOT pacmonokeH BOim3M 1. Jlocanr KpacHosip-
ckoro p-Ha ActpaxaHckoi o0 (N 46°54'08.7264" E 47°54' 52.5312"). Matepuasbl
coOpanbl B iepBbIe aBe Aekansl Mast 2017, 2018 rr. u B mepBoii mojoBuHe Mas 2019 1.,
a Taxke B iepuoy ¢ 27 aBrycra o 16 cenrsops 2017 . u ¢ 19 mo 29 asrycra 2018 .

Hccnemyemoe moceneHne pa3HOIBETHOW SIITyPKH BHIOPaHO HA OCHOBE MaTepHa-
JIOB MapIIPYTHOrO OOCJIEIOBAHMS OKpPYXKAIOmeH TeppuTopun (~7 KM’) M COOTBET-
CTBYET 2JIEMEHTAPHON MOIMYJISIMY WIH BHYTPUIIONYJISIIIMOHHON TpyNIpoBKe [24, 25].
TeppuTopust IoCeIeHUs PEICTABISAET COO0M YIaCTOK MOTY3aKPEIICHHOTO TecKa I1I0-
wanaeio 0.4 ra. B 371aK0BO-MTOJIBIHHON MOJTYITYCTBIHE, XapaKTEpHOU U1l JAHHOW MECTHO-
CTH, B IIOCJICTHUE TOJIbI TIPOXOUT CYKIIECCHOHHBIN CABUT B CTOPOHY IMOJILIHHO-3JIAKO-
BOM ctenu [22].

B teuenue moneBpIx paboT ObLTH TIOWMAaHBI U OTMCAHBI BCE BCTPEUEHHBIE OCOOU:
76 u 25 (mMaii u cenrsiops 20171.), 38 u 14 (Maii u aBryctr 2018 1.) u 12 (Mait
2019 r.) smepwuil.

B uccnenoBaHuM MCTIONB30BAIUCH CIEAYIONUE METOABI. MeueHHe >KHBOTHBIX
OCYIIECTBJISUTH C TOMOIIBI0 BPEMEHHOIO (CIMPTOBBIM MAapKEpPOM) U IOCTOSHHOTO
HOMepa. B mocnenHeM cirydae HOMep HaHOCHIIH ITyTeM OTPE3aHUs KOHYMKOB (pajlaHT
MajblLEB [0 KJacCcuueckou cxeme [26]. U3mepeHue IUIMHBI Tena U XBOCTa MPOBOAUIIN
C TOYHOCTBIO JI0 MIIIUMETPOB; OINPEAEISIN IO W BO3PACT; OMKCHIBAIN OCOOEH,
HCIIONb30BABIIUX AyTOTOMHUIO.

HccrnenoBanue YUCICHHOCTH XUITHUKA TIPOBOJIMIIH C TIOMOIIBIO METO/IOB HAOJIFO-
JICHVSI ¥ TPOIUICHUS TOJILKO B TIpefiesiaX UCCIEAYEMOTO TIOCEICHHUS SIIEPUITl U B HETIO-
CpeICTBEHHOH Onm30cTH OT Hero. Bee BeTpeun (pukcupoBaiiv B 1MOJIEBOM JTHEBHUKE
Y HAaHOCWJIM Ha TIOJIEBYHO KapTy C MOCIEAyIomiel 00pabOTKON pe3ylbTaToB B MPO-
rpamme Microsoft Office Excel mist Bu3yanuzanuu u pacyera.
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JIJis CTaTUCTUYECKOM OIICHKH CBSI3W JMHAMUKH YWCJIICHHOCTH IOCENICHUS U KO-
JIMYECTBA 0COOCH ¢ OTOPOIICHHBIM (BOCCTAHOBJICHHBIM) XBOCTOM HCIOJIB30BAIN KO-
s pumment koppenssaun CrimpMeHa.

2. Pe3ynbTaThl M X 00CyKIeHHE

2.1. Bparu. Ha pa3HouBeTHYIO STIyPKYy OXOTUTCS 14 BHIIOB MPECMBIKAIOIIIXCS,
26 BUAOB NTHUI] U 9 BUOB MIICKOMUTAIONIUX [27], UTO OMpENENseT €€ MECTOIIONOKEHHE
B cepenrHe Tpoduueckoi enu. Yare Bcero pparMeHTsl SIepHIl 3TOr0 BUIa HAXOIAT B
JKeIyAKax TpecMblkaromuxcs. Tak, mo manaeiM B.M. bagmaeroit [28], B Kammbrkum
pa3HOLBETHA SIIIypKa BCTpeyaeTes B XKelyaKax mpecMblkaronmxcs yame (ot 33.3% no
57.1%), yem B xemynakax nrui (ot 1.3% no 32.6%). MiekonuTaronme, B COCTaBe
MUIY KOTOPBIX PA3HOIBETHAS SIIypKa SIBISETCS YaCThIM KOMIIOHEHTOM, — 3TO CTell-
HOW XOpb (Mustela eversmanni Lesson, 1827), y KOTOpOTo sIiepuila BCTPEUYACTCS
B 88.8% xenynkoB, u kopcak (Vulpes corsac (Linnaeus, 1768)) — B 75% [28].

IMoTeHIaTbHBIME BparaMy pa3HOIBETHOM SIIYPKH HA HCCIIETYEMON TEPPUTOPHU
MOTYT OBITH 3MeH: BOocTOuYHas crenHas ramtoka (Vipera renardi (Christoph, 1861)),
JKENITOOPIOX YA, WK Kactuiickuil ono3 (Dolichophis caspius (Gmelin, 1779)) u nec-
yaHeld yaaBuuk (Eryx miliaris (Pallas, 1773)). CtenHast ragioka B ITOCIIETHUE CE30HBI
BOJIM3M TIOCENEHHMs He BeTpeyaeTcsl. YncneHHOCTh 101032 U yaBYrKa B paiioHe moce-
JIEHUS PaA3HOLBETHOM SIIIYPKU HU3KAasl, YTO NOATBEPAKAAET YUCIIO BCTpEY 3MEN BO BCE
nepuoabl HaOmroaeHu# (puc. 1).

N W R LN 9
T

Yucio BCTpey ¢ XUIHUKOM

1 F 2
1 10 0 0 0 1|0
0

Becna 2017 Ocens 2017 Becna 2018 Ocens 2018 Becna 2019

Dolichophis caspius (Gmelin, 1779) B Eryx miliaris (Pallas, 1773)

Puc. 1. Yucno BCTped mecuaHoro yJaB4YMKa U KaCIUHCKOTO M0J103a B MoJieBbie ce30HbI 2017—
2019 rr. B Ipeaenax TEPPUTOPUHN HCCIETyeMON TPYIITUPOBKH PA3HOLBETHOH SIITyPKU

To, 4TO sIypKa BXOAWUT B COCTaB MHIIM MECYAHOTO YIaBYHMKA, TIOATBEPANI OTME-
YEeHHBI HAMHU CITy4dall ycrHenrHoi oxoTbl 3meH (puc. 2). Kak BumHo Ha doTtorpadum,
AITypKa He ycIena oTOpOCUTh XBOCT. M3BECTHO, UTO 0XO0Ta W3 3aCajbl ¢ MOJHHUEHOC-
HBIM OPOCKOM B CTOPOHY JKEPTBBI, ONMCAHHAs y MECYaHbIX YIaBUMKOB [29], He Bcerna
JIaeT BO3MOXKHOCTB JKEPTBE HUCIIONIH30BATh AyTOTOMUIO JUTS OTBIICUCHHUS XUIITHUAKA.

Bo3MoxHBIME Bparam SIypKH Ha TEPPUTOPHUM HCCIECIOBAHUN W3 MIICKOIHTAIO-
uwmx Moryt OwiTh Jucuua (Vulpes vulpes (Linnaeus, 1758)) u cobaku, cpeay NTHIL —
ynon (Upupa epops) v Bopon (Corvus corax). B nureparype omuchIBa€TCS HTHOPUPO-
BaHue cokonamu (Falco eleonorae) siepuuwt (Podarcis levendis) [30, 31] u gaxe
BBICTpaMBaHHE MEXAy HUMH MyTyamuctudeckux cBszeil [30, 32]. IlogoGHble siBie-
HUS B paMKax HallliX UCCIIeIOBAaHUH He 3aMKCHPOBAHbI.


https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesson
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1827
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1768
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1758_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4_%D0%B2_%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B5
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Puc. 2. YcnemHo 3aBepIeHHas 0X0Ta [IECUYaHOTO YAABUMKA HA Pa3HOLBETHYIO ALIYPKY, Mail
2018 r.

Kpome Toro, obcenoBanue yOSKHUII M THIHIHBIX MECT JJOKOMOLIMH Pa3HOLBET-
HOH AOTYPKU HE BBIABUIIO CJICAOB OXOThI HA HUX XMIITHBIX MJICKOIIUTAIOINWUX W ITHUIL
(crmenoB MOTOHU, pa3pyHIIeHHBIX YOSKHII], BHIMABIINX MIEPCTH WIH MEPhEB U Ip.), HO
MBI BCTPETHJIM YeThIpeX 0co0eil co crenaMn HanaJeHUs XUIITHUKOB Ha TeJe.

2.2. BHyTpMBHIOBbIe OTHOIIEHUS. AyTOTOMUS BCIIE/ICTBUE BHYTPUBHAOBBIX KOH-
TaKTOB AIIYPOK HE 3a()MKCUPOBaHA, HO B JIMTEPATYpPE ONMCAHBI TAKUE CIydau y IPYyrux
steput] [33—35]. YV HEKOTOPBIX BUIOB B YCIOBHSIX BBICOKOW TUNIOTHOCTH HEMOJIOBO3pE-
JIBIe 0cO0M 0TOPaCHIBAIOT XBOCT MpH KaHHKOamm3Me [36, 37]. EnquandHbie hakTh KaH-
HuOaIM3Ma OTMEYEHBl M Y pa3HoIBeTHON smypku [38—40], ogHako mMcciemoBaHus,
MOATBEPKIAIOIINE HATHYKE Y BU/Ia CAaMOKAJICUEHHSI TPH KaHHUOAIN3ME, HEM3BECTHEI.

2.3. KomnuecTBeHHbIe MOKa3aTean ayroromuu. [IpormeHT ocobeir ¢ oTOpo-
HICHHBIM (BOCCTaHOBJICHHBIM) XBOCTOM B TIOMYJISIIUSIX SIIIEPHUI] KOJIeOIeTCs B MIMPO-
KoM auana3one. Y Anolis mariarum oH coctaisieT 38% [41], y CIIMHKOBOTO TeKKOHA
(Teratoscincus scincus) BappupyeT oT 15% 1o 67% [42]; y KpPBIMCKOTO TI'€KKOHa
(Mediodactylus danilewskii) — 54% [43], y rekkoHa Coleonyx variegatus — 37% [44].

B Hammx marepuanax 4uciO KHUBOTHBIX C OTOPOLIEHHBIM (BOCCTaHOBIJICHHBIM)
XBOCTOM JJOCTaTOYHO CTaOMJIBHO M HEBBICOKO: OT 2 10 5 ocoleii B ce30H. B mpoueHT-
HOM COOTHOIIIEHHH STOT TIOKa3aTellb M3MEHSIETCs B IIMPOKOM Jiuara3one ot 6.6% Bec-
Hoit 2017 r. no 25% BecHoit 2019 r. Ha puc. 3 nokazaHa TpexXJIETHSS1 IMHAMUKA ABYX
nokasaTesell: o0Ieil YNCIeHHOCTH U YMCIEHHOCTH 0co0ei ¢ oTOpoIeHHbIM (BoccTa-
HOBJIEHHBIM ) XBOCTOM.

CraTucTUUECKUI aHAIN3 3TUX BEJIMYMH HOKa3aJl, YTO UX KOPPEALUs 1o Ko du-
uuenty Crnupmena (p) pasaa 0.675, cBSI3b MEXIy HUMH NPsIMasi, YUCJIO CTEHEHEN CBO-
601161 paBHO 3. Kputnueckoe 3HaueHne kputepus CriipMeHa py JJAHHOM YHCIIEe CTere-
Heil cB000BI cOCTABIACT 1 (Puasy < Pipur), ¥ 3BUCUMOCTB NPU3HAKA CTaTHCTHYECKU
HezHauuMa (p > 0.05). Takum 00pa3oM, MOXKHO 3aKJIIOYUTh, YTO HPECC XHUIIHUKOB
HE BIHSET Ha YUCIEHHOCTb.

2.4. TlooBO3pacTHBIE M JPyTrHe 0COOEHHOCTH ayTOTOMHUH. J[aHHBIE 1O MOJI0BO3-
pacTHOM XapaKTepPHUCTHKE MPOSBICHNS ayTOTOMHUH Yy SIIIEPUI] TPOTHBOPEUMBHI. Tak, 1mo
muenuto [lapunmmca [45], y naueptun non He BauseT Ha ayrotomuto. He Habmonanicey
TIOJIOBBIE PA3INYMs B OTOPACHIBAHMH XBOCTa M B MHOTOJIETHUX HCCIIEJOBAHUAX SIIEPUIL
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Puc. 3. JlunamMrKa 9UCICHHOCTH OCOOCH, peaTH30BaBIINX ayTOTOMHIO, U OOIIEH YHCICHHO-
CTH IPYNIIUPOBKYU pa3HOLBETHOM sAutypku, 2017-2019 rr.

Eurolophosaurus nanuzae [46] u Mabuya dorsivittata [47]. AHaTOTHYHBIE CBEICHUS
uMeroTcs no sepuniam Podarcis siculus [48] u Podarcis tauricus [49].

EcTh u mpoTHUBOIONOXKHBIE MaTepHalibl. Y caMmiloB suiepuibl (Mabuya heathi)
MOTEPs XBOCTOB PETHUCTPUPYETCS Halle, 4ueM y caMok [50]. OTMeueHbI MONOBBIE pa3-
mu4ud U 'y smepunsl Mabuya dorsivittata [9, 51].

Hamm HaOmofeHrst TIONMOBBIX pa3iH4ril ayTOTOMHHM y Pa3HOLBETHOW SIIypKH HE
OOHAPYXWITH, HO MOKA3aIM CICAYIONHE OCOOCHHOCTH. AYTOTOMHS 3HAYUTEITHHO Jallle
BCTPEUACTCS] Y MUTPUPYIOIINX, YeM Y OCEIIbIX ocoOeit (2.2 : 1), a B OCCHHHE CE30HBI
XapakTepHa TOJbKO ceroyneTkam. U eme ojiHo nHTEepecHoe HabroneHne. Ocodu Ko-
HOMHUYHBI TP CAMOKAJICYCHUH W YaCTO OTOPACHIBAIOT HEOOJBINYI0 YacTh XBOCTA.
3TO0 MOATBEPXKIAIOT U HAOIIOACHUS JPYTUX aBTOPOB [52].

3akiarouyenue

Ha ocHOBaHWMM BBIIEH3I0KEHHOTO MOKHO 3aKIIOYNTH, YTO MCIOIB30BaHHE I10-
Ka3aTeysl ayTOTOMHUU JJISl OIEHKH IpPecca XUITHUKOB BO3MOXKHO U IIEIECO00pa3HoO.
[TomyueHHBIE TaHHBIE COOTBETCTBYIOT OOIIEMY MPECTABIECHUIO O MPECCE XUITHUKOB
Ha UCCJENYEMYIO MOS0, TOJTYYEHHOMY MPU aHAIHU3E APYTUX CBEACHUIL.

CuurtaeM, YTO OCHOBHOW MPUYMHON CHIDKCHHSI YUCJICHHOCTH Pa3HOIBETHOMU
SIIYPKU B MOJYIMYCTBIHAX 10ro-socrouHoil yactu Hwkunero IloBomkbs gBisercs 3a-
pacTaHre OMOTOTIOB, CBSA3aHHOE C AMHAMUKON KIIMMAaTHYECKUX TOKa3aTesel, KaKk MbI
u npeanonaramu [23]. TeM He MeHee ONMPECICHHYIO POJIb UTPACT U MPECC XUIIHU-
KOB, XOTS CTaTUCTUYECKU 3HAYUMAs CBS3b MEKIY 3TUMH MapaMeTpaMy He ObLia BbI-
SIBJICHA.

Kpome Toro, MHTEpECHBI U BBHISBICHHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH IIPOSBIICHUS ayTOTOMUU
y JaHHOTO BUJIA: CAMOKAJICUCHHUE BCTPEUACTCA 3HAUUTEIBHO Yalle Y MUTPUPYIOIIUX
0co0eii, a B OCEHHHIA CE€30H TOJILKO Y CETOJICTOK.

Bbaaronapuoctu. [Tybmukaiis moaroTosiieHa npu moanaepkke [IporpamMMer cTpa-
TETUYECKOT0 akajeMudeckoro guaepcrsa PYJIH.
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Abstract

The tail autotomy in the population of steppe runners (Eremias arguta deserti (Gmelin, 1789)) living
in semi-deserts of the southeastern part of the Lower Volga region was studied. The proportion of lizards
with the signs of tail autotomy was used as an indicator of predation pressure. It was found that
the number of lizard individuals with autotomized (regenerated) tails increased throughout the research
period (2017-2019). The correlation between the total abundance of lizards and the number of individuals
with tail autotomy exhibits a direct and statistically insignificant dependence. The data obtained suggest
that predators are low abundant, both in the study area and in the surrounding territories, and, thus, they
have no considerable influence on the size of the population of lizards. No autotomy as a result of intra-
and interspecific contacts was recorded. In the spring field seasons, the lizard individuals with autoto-
mized (regenerated) tails were mainly mature males and females. In the autumn periods, they were exclu-
sively underyearlings. In the population under consideration, lizards with the signs of tail autotomy were more
frequent among the migrating individuals. There were no quantitative differences in the presence of tail
autotomy between males and females.

Keywords: predator-prey relationship, predation pressure, predation, population, steppe runner
Eremias arguta deserti, autotomy, semi-desert, Astrakhan region, southeast of Lower Volga region,
central part of northern Caspian Sea region
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Figure Captions

Fig. 1. The number of times the dwarf sand boa and the Caspian whipsnake were registered during the field
seasons of 2017-2019 within the range of the steppe-runner population under study.

Fig. 2. A dwarf sand boa with the captured steppe-runner lizard, May 2018.
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3. Dynamics in the number of lizard individuals with the signs of tail autotomy and the total abundance
of steppe runners in the population under study, 2017-2019.
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